
the Wombats GO WILD FOR WORDS
Activities

About the Book
Evergreen Forest is a very nice forest, with very  
nice trees and very nice animals. It is a rather  
dull place, but no one says a word about it. In fact,  
no one says very many words at all! And therein  
lies the problem.

Until the word-loving wandering wombats arrive.

They use words like enthusiastic and splendiferous, 
turning ordinary into EXTRAordinary!  
With twinkles in their eyes and words on their  
minds, the word wombats come to transform  
Evergreen Forest. 

At first, the animals of Evergreen Forest are . . .  
confused. All except for a curious duckling who  
eagerly devours every noun, adjective, and verb  
that she hears. Slowly, the inhabitants of Evergreen Forest become  
mesmerized as they realize that words are not just fun, they are inspiring.

New York Times bestselling author BETH FERRY and acclaimed illustrator  
LORI NICHOLS captivate readers with this dazzling, magnificent, and  
triumphant tale about discovering the power of words  
and the ways they connect and empower us.
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Before Starting the Story
Ask readers the following questions. What is your favorite word? Look it up in a thesaurus. What are some 
other words that have the same meaning as your favorite word? Can you use them in a sentence?

Discussion Questions for Before and After Reading 

Wombats GO WILD FOR WORDS

After the Story
Be an honorary word wombat and challenge yourself to use the words featured in  
Little Duckling’s Duck-tionary at the back of the book in everyday conversation.
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Wombat Word Search
The wombats arrive in Evergreen Forest with smiles on their faces, twinkles in their eyes, and words on their 

mind. Locate some of the words the wombats taught the duckling in the word search below.

Anticipation

Chortle

Delectable

Essential

Exuberant

Felicitations

Gobsmacked

Hullabaloo

Magnificent

Optimistic

Plethora

Scrumptious

Squabble 

Verdant

Weary
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Sample: The wombats attend the Evergreen Forest Summer Picnic where they  

discover the flowers are no longer nice. They are __________ and __________.  

The trees are __________ and __________.  

The food is __________and__________.

Turn the Ordinary into the 
Extraordinary

When they arrive, the wombats have one mission–to transform Evergreen Forest. Be like the wombats and 
turn the ordinary into the extraordinary by filling in the blanks below using new descriptive words. Look at 

the examples from the picnic spread in the book as a guide and use a thesaurus to help if you get stuck! 

Write about your own surroundings using  
new and exciting words! 
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